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          Degree Overview

        
          


GIS at Calvin University equips students in foundations and advanced techniques in state-of-the-art geospatial science.


Take individual courses in GIS, complete the GIS Certificate Program, or earn a Master’s in GIScience. Deepen your geospatial skills with a virtue-driven focus from world-class faculty and instructors.


Coming Fall 2023: GIS Certificate for City and Local Government

 REQUEST INFO   APPLY NOW




Want to learn more about how our programs work? Watch the video below to learn more about GIS at Calvin University:






    
    

    Program Distinctives

    
          
      Unique program - Calvin University is the only place you can get a Master in GIS online at a Christian university!


          
      Fully online - Our program is completely asynchronous and online, meaning you can fit it into your busy life.


          
      Semester-length courses - Take the time you need to hone and master your GIS skills across 16-week courses.
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                Degree Information

        


Master of Science in GIS

	
Overview

    Calvin University is the only place you can get a Master in GIS online at a Christian university. If you are starting out new or looking for a career change, wrapping up your undergraduate at Calvin already and want more GIS, or you are just curious about computer cartography and mapping science, join us for graduate education at your pace, at your style.

	Affordable | 30 Credit Hours @$660 per hour = $19,800
	100% Online | All courses are asynchronous and online
	Scholarships Available | Three scholarships per year at $3000 per student. Open to Calvin alumni only at this time.
	Semester length courses | 16-week courses give you time to hone and master your GIS skills & knowledge



There are two pathways for students - those with the GIS Certificate and those without.

With GIS Certificate (only four more courses)
	GIS Certificate completed
	GEO 563 (4) SP (Spring)
	GEO 564 (4) FA (Fall)
	GEO 565 (5) FA
	GEO 566 (5) SP



Without GIS Certificate (seven courses and can start any semester)
	GEO 560 (4) FA/SP
	GEO 561 (4) SP
	GEO 562 (4) FA
	GEO 563 (4) SP
	GEO 564 (4) FA
	GEO 565 (5) FA
	GEO 566 (5) SP


        

    
	
Courses

            
    
    Loading...

            

    
	
Admission

    To learn more, or to start the process of applying, visit the Online MS in Geographic Information Science page.

        

    
	
Careers

    NEED A JOB ? YOU'VE FOUND THE RIGHT PLACE.

Did you know that US Bureau of Labor Statistics lists Cartographers & Photogrammetrists as one of the fastest growing jobs right now?




GEO GRADUATES WORK AS:

	Government GIS experts, cartographers (mapping experts), satellite image analyst
	Economic geographers, market researchers, logistics experts, location experts
	Transportation experts, landuse/land planners, urban and regional planners
	International development workers, community developers, missionaries
	Environment consultants, land managers, environmental planners, conservationists
	Area specialists, foreign affairs liaisons, ambassadors and travel agents
	Teachers and professors



GIS JOB PORTALS

	GIS Jobs Clearinghouse
	GISjobs.com
	Geospatial Jobs (ESRI)
	Geospatial Positions - Earthworks
	GeoSearch
	MyGISJobs.com
	Geojob.biz
	Cyber-Sierra's Natural Resources GIS Jobs
	USA Government Jobs (Use the search term 'GIS' on the site)
	Helpful Guide to USA Government Careers
	Christian Job Posting Board @ ChristianEmployment.com
	CareerBuilder (Use the search term 'GIS' on the site)
	Monster Jobs (Use the search term 'GIS' on the site)



CAREER LINKS

	Association of American Geographers (AAG)
	American Planning Association (APA)
	American Metrological Society
	Careers in GIS (Geographic Information Systems)


        

    
	
    GIS Online Apps
        
    
Recycling Industrial Land in Grand Rapids


This Story Map illustrates industrial change in Grand Rapids, from the heyday of the "Furniture City" to the city's current postindustrial redevelopments.



Recycling Industrial Land in Flint, MI


This Story Map explores the fate of former industrial land in Flint by examining three sites that were once GM manufacturing facilities: Buick City, Delphi Flint East, and Chevy Commons.



Liberia Mapping System


The Liberia Mapping System v2.1, documents the geography and transformation of Liberia through clean water. You can interact, observe, and analyze a variety of geographical data on Liberia, including historical Demographic Health Survey data of Liberia, along with Clean Water Initiative data. Bolt GM, Jansen M, Koeman JL, & JE VanHorn. (2018). Previous version 1.0 was authored by VanHorn JE, L. Blanche, S. Haase, and TS Nam (2017).



Re-Entry Mapping App for Returning Citizens


The returning citizen services application is designed for users to connect with and access local reentry services in Grand Rapids, MI. This application was created at Calvin University in geography and political science with funding provided by the Henry Institute.



Understanding Your Geography


Live in the USA but don't know your neighborhood geography? An interactive map of demographic and economic data in the USA.



Michigan Dune Inventory GIS


An interactive map to explore dunes in Michigan. Include drawing, add data to the map, elevation profiles, geocoding, and several layers of imagery and vector data.restoration. Maps, History, Images, and Video all dedicated to learning about Plaster Creek.



Calvin Ecosystem Preserve & Native Gardens GIS


Over 90 acres of temperate deciduous forest, wetlands and old fields await your exploration on the campus of Calvin University in Grand Rapids, Mich. While you're here, visit the Bunker Interpretive Center, a LEED-certified facility used for environmental education.





ArcGIS Rest Service Endpoints @ Calvin University


gis-prod.calvin.edu

    

    


Geographic Information Science Certificate

	
Overview

    The GIS Certificate gives students a thorough introduction to GIS, cartography, and remote sensing (including drones!). To earn the Certificate, students must complete the courses:

	GEO 260 (4) or GEO 560 (4)
	GEO 361 (4) or GEO 561 (4)
	GEO 362 (4) or GEO 562 (4)



Students who complete the GIS Certificate will earn up to 12 hours of credit toward the Master in GISc Program. Leaving only 4 courses to complete to earn the Master's in GIScience at Calvin.

        

    
	
Courses

            
    
    Loading...
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        Jason VanHorn

        	Full Profile
	(616) 526-7623
	jason.vanhorn@calvin.edu
	Geology, Geography, and Environment
	North Hall 075 | Map


      

    

      





            
        
          Learn from the best

          Learn and work alongside a team of top-notch faculty and instructors. Meet the people who will be your guides.

        
    
        
          
            
            

          

        

      
        
      

  
    
            
Family income distribution for students applying for financial aid.

      You can afford a Calvin education.

      You’ve heard a lot about the high cost of a university education. But a Calvin education is much more affordable than you think. Most Calvin students pay far below the sticker price—and graduate with less debt than you might expect. 

      Explore affordability at Calvin »

      
    

             

      

      A reputation for excellence.

      There’s a reason Calvin gets top marks from U.S. News & World Report, The Princeton Review, and more. Calvin graduates are in demand at grad schools, med schools, and careers in every field.

      Discover the Calvin advantage »
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    ACADEMIC OPTIONS

    With over 100 majors and programs, you’re bound to find something you love.

    Search academic options
      
    
    Browse by category

    	 Arts
        
          	Applied Film and Media
	Ceramics
	Drawing and Painting
	Film and Media Production
	Fine Arts (BFA)
	Graphic Design
	Music
	Music (Composition Emphasis)
	Music (Performance Emphasis)
	Photography


        

      
	 Business
        
          	Accounting
	Master of Accounting
	Business
	Entrepreneurship
	Finance
	Financial Planning
	Human Resource Management
	Marketing—Analytics and Research
	Marketing—Professional Selling
	Marketing—Marketing Management
	Sport Management
	Supply Chain Management


        

      
	 Communication & Media Studies
        
          	Communication
	Health Communication
	Digital Communication
	Film and Media Studies
	Master of Arts in Media and Strategic Communication
	Journalism
	Strategic Communication (Professional Track)
	Strategic Communication (Rhetoric Track)


        

      
	 Education
        
        Undergraduate education
        	Birth to Kindergarten
	Pre-Kindergarten to 3rd Grade
	3rd to 6th Grade
	Art: Pre-K to 12th Grade
	French: Pre-K to 12th Grade
	Health & PE: Pre-K to 12th Grade
	Spanish: Pre-K to 12th Grade
	Special Education Pre-K to 12th Grade
	TESOL: Pre-K to 12th Grade
	Secondary Education
	English: 5th to 9th Grade
	Math: 5th to 9th Grade
	Science: 5th to 9th Grade
	Social Studies: 5th to 9th Grade
	English: 7th to 12th Grade
	Math: 7th to 12th Grade
	Science: 7th to 12th Grade
	Social Studies: 7th to 12th Grade


        
        Graduate programs
            	Master of Education
	Master of Arts in Teaching


        
        Continuing studies
        	Teacher Endorsements
	Post-Baccalaureate Teaching Certification
	Professional Development


        

      
	 Health Sciences
        
          	Exercise Science
	Kinesiology (Pre-professional Emphasis)
	Nursing
	One Health
	Pre-Dentistry
	Pre-Medicine
	Pre-Occupational Therapy
	Pre-Optometry
	Pre-Pharmacy
	Pre-Physical Therapy
	Pre-Physician Assistant
	Pre-Podiatry
	Pre-Veterinary
	Public Health
	Recreation Leadership
	Speech Pathology and Audiology (BA, MA)
	Master of Speech Pathology
	Theraputic Recreation


        

      
	 Humanities
        
          	Archaeology
	English
	Gender Studies
	History
	Interdisciplinary Studies
	Linguistics
	Literature
	Medieval Studies
	Philosophy
	Religion
	Writing


        

      
	 Ministry
        
          	Church-Based Community Development
	Congregational Studies
	Missions
	Music in Worship
	Pre-Seminary
	Pastoral Ministry
	Worship
	Youth Ministry


        

      
	 Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics
        
          	Actuarial Science
	Astronomy
	Biochemistry
	Biology
	Biotechnology
	Chemistry
	Computer Science
	Data Analytics
	Data Science
	Engineering
              	Biomedical Engineering
	Chemical Engineering
	Civil & Environmental Engineering
	Electrical & Computer Engineering
	Energy, Environment, and Sustainability
	Mechanical Engineering
	Mechatronics


            
	Environmental Science—Natural Resources Track
	Environmental Science—Naturalist Track
	Environmental Studies
	Geology
	Mathematics
	Neuroscience
	Optics
	Physics
	Statistics


        

      
	 Social Sciences
        
          	Criminology
	Economics
	Master in Geographic Information Science (MS) Online
	Geography
	Global Development Studies
	International Relations
	Politics, Philosophy, and Economics
	Political Science
	Pre-Law
	Psychology
	Social Science
	Social Work
	Sociology
	Urban Studies


        

      
	 World Languages & Cultural Studies
        
          	African Studies
	Asian Studies
	Chinese
	Classical Studies
	Dutch
	French
	German Studies
	Global Studies
	Greek
	Japanese
	Korean
	Latin
	Latin American Studies
	Spanish
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    Apply to Calvin

    It all starts here! We accept applications on a rolling basis throughout the year. All completed applications receive equal consideration.

    Start your journey 
     
    × CLOSE DRAWER 





   × 
  
  
    Visit Calvin

    Find the visit option that works best for you and get a taste for life at Calvin!

    Browse Visit Options Launch the virtual tour × CLOSE DRAWER 





   × 
  
      
        Request Info

        Learn why Calvin’s dedication to faith and discovery have earned it the rank of #3 among regional Midwest universities.

                                      
    Loading...

                         × CLOSE DRAWER
      





   × 
  
  
    Costs & Financial Aid

    Families from all economic backgrounds—many just like yours—are making Calvin work. Scholarships, grants and loans are the tools that make Calvin possible.

    Explore financial aid & Scholarships How much does Calvin cost? × CLOSE DRAWER 





            
  
    
      

      
        
          
            	Calvin University
	3201 Burton SE
	Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546-4388
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            	We’d love to hear from you!
	(616) 526-6000 | 1-800-688-0122
	info@calvin.edu
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